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when a doctor informed her that her only boy was a defective
•she took what he said as a piece of outrageous behaviour
on the doctor's part.   She completely repressed the idea that
her boy could be a failure.   He simply had to be intelligent;
and if he was stupid it must be because of an evil will and
maliciou's obstinacy.   Of course the boy learned far less than
he would have done had he had the good luck to possess a
reasonable mother: in fact, he learned nothing at all.   And,
moreover, he became precisely what his mother's own stubborn
ambition attributed to him;  namely, maliciously stubborn
and 'bad1.   Quite misunderstood, and   therefore isolated
within himself, he developed his fits of rage out of sheer
despair.   I saw another boy of fourteen in much the same
family environment.   He killed his stepfather with an Me
during a paroxysm of rage.   He also had been overstrained,
„ Arrested mental  development  not infrequently occurs
among first-born children, and among children of parents
separated by psychic incompatibilities.   It may also result
from diseases of the mother during pregnancy, from pro-
longed labour,  giving rise to abnormal hsemorrhage and
undue   compression   of the   skull   in   delivery.   Mentally
arrested children,  if not ruined by  educational forcing,
normally attain a full merital maturity in the course of time,
though it may be later than with ordinary children.
The second group comprises the morally defective children.
In the case of moral insanity the disorder is as a rule con*
genital, or due to organic destruction of parts of the brain
by trauma or disease. Such cases are incurables. These
children often become criminals. They*are the 'born
criminals'.
From this group you should carefully distinguish the
morally arrested child, the pathological, autoerotic type—using
the word in the broad sense of unhealthily self-centred, and
not in a narrow sexual sense. These cases often show an
almost uncanny egotism and premature sex activity; in
addition they are untruthful and unreliable, and almost

